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Student Assembly Bylaws: Summary of 2020 Proposed Changes 
 
In the spirit of inclusion, the APTA Student Assembly Board is interested in exploring the ability to open student 
elections to all APTA student members in 2020. Student elections are currently held at National Student Conclave 
(NSC), which limits participation to attendees of the conference. As APTA explores the future of meetings and 
works toward enhancing diversity, equity, and inclusion, it is an optimal time to adjust the Student Assembly 
bylaws to allow greater flexibility in the elections process. The proposed changes will allow Student Assembly 
elections to be held at any time during the year, with all Student Assembly members able to cast an electronic 
vote starting with the 2020 elections, regardless of meeting attendance.  
 
 

Article VI, Section 1 
Striking the word “fall” allows for an annual meeting to be held at any time during the year, and the added 
sentence clarifies who announces the student assembly meetings. 
 

Article VII, Section 4 
Striking references to a “swearing-in ceremony during the Annual Student Meeting” and replacing it with the 
proposed verbiage allows for flexibility with start dates and installation of new officers. 
 

Article VII, Section 5 
The various changes in this section set out the timetable for nominations and elections prior to the election 
period. 
 

Article X, Section 1: 
The added verbiage states that voting for the Board of Directors and Nominating Committee shall be done by 
electronic ballot, with a minimum ballot return of 50 for the election to be valid. Language has been stricken in 
regard to the dissemination of election results to attendees at the annual meeting and, instead, suggests a more 
flexible election results reporting timeline “after the election period closes.”   
 

Article X, Section 2: 
This section can be stricken since the election will have been completed by the time of the annual meeting.  
 

Article XIV 
Amended language allows for voting by mail or email on amendments to these bylaws, provided that proposed 
amendments have been mailed or emailed to assembly members at least 30 days prior to the vote. 
 


